
(19)

Europajffiiips Patcntamt

European Patent Office

Office europeen des brevets

V Rec'd pct/pto <^mtom

iiBli

(12)

(43) Date of publication:

27.11.2002 Bulletin 2002/48

(21 ) Application number: 02253447.3

(22) Date of filing: 15.05.2002

(11) EP 1 260 434 A1
EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntCI.?: B64D 11/00

Best Available Copy
(84) Designated Contracting States: (72) Inventors:

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU • Burrows, Ralph
MC NL PT SE TR Bellingham, Washington 98225 (US)
Designated Extension States: • Frazier, Joe
AL LT LV MK RO SI Bellingham, Washington 98226 (US)

(30) Priority: 24.05.2001 US 293348 P (74) Representative: Hollinghurst, Antony
25.05.2001 US 293599 P Britax Childcare Limited

1 Churchill Way West
(71) Applicant: Britax Heath Tecna Inc. Andover Hampshire SP10 3UW (GB)

Bellingham, Washington 98226 (GB)

(54) Load assist mechanism for ah overhead bin

(57) A luggage bin assembly (10), which is adapted
to be disposed within a vehicle, includes a bin (14) re-

ciprocally mounted for movement between an opened
position and a closed position. The luggage bin assem-
bly also includes a linkage assembly (16) adapted to be

hingedly mounted to the bin for swinging movement with

the bin as the bin is reciprocated between the open and
closed positions. A reciprocating assist mechanism (20)
is coupled to the linkage mechanism to selectively apply
an assist load to the linkage assembly when the bin is

reciprocated between the opened and closed position.
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Description

[0001 ] This invention relates generally to actuators for

vehicle stowage bins and, more particularly, to spring

assist actuators. 5

[0002] Pull-down bucket stowage bins are commonly
used to stow luggage in vehicles having a passenger
compartment, such as buses and commercial aircraft.

Typically, such stowage bins are reciprocally mounted
to or near the ceiling of the passenger compartment, 10

such that they are located above rows of passenger
seats within the vehicle. As mounted, the bins may be
reciprocated between an open position, where items

may be placed within the bin, and a closed positioned

to stow items located within the bin. Although overhead 15

stowage bins are effective at stowing items, such as lug-

gage, they are not without their problems.

.

[0003] As an example, a loaded overhead luggage bin

of an aircraft may be difficult to push upward into the

stowed position due to the weight of the luggage within 20

the bin. This is especially true as it is becoming more
common for passengers to carry on heavier luggage.

Further, regardless of the weight within the bin, it is de-
sirable to provide such bins with a mechanism that as-

sists in raising the overhead bin into the stowed position. 25

[0004] Therefore, there exists a need for a mechani-
cal actuator for an overhead stowage bin, in which the
actuator assists in reciprocating a heavily loaded over-

head bin into the closed position, thereby reducing the
load required by a passenger to raise the overhead bin 3d

into the closed position. Also, this mechanical load-as-

sist actuator must not be activated when the bin is op-
erated in an empty or lightly loaded condition.

[0005] In accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention, a luggage bin assembly is provided. 35

The luggage bin assembly generally includes a bin and
a linkage assembly. The bin is reciprocally mounted for

movement between open and closed positions, and the

linkage assembly is hingedly mounted to the bin for

swinging movement with the bin as the bin is reciprocat- 40

ed between the opened and closed positions. The lug-

gage bin assembly also includes a reciprocating assist

mechanism coupled to the linkage assembly to selec-

tively apply an assist load to the linkage mechanism
when the bin is reciprocated between the opened and 45

closed positions.

[0006] In accordance with certain aspects of one em-
bodiment of the present invention, the reciprocating as-

sist mechanism is an actuator sized to apply an assist

load when a weight disposed within the bin exceeds a 50

predetermined limit. The reciprocating assist mecha-
nism may also include a switch for selective actuation
of the reciprocating assist mechanism when the weight
disposed within the bin exceeds a predetermined limit.

[0007] In accordance with further aspects of one em- 55

bodiment, the reciprocating assist mechanism includes

a first spring in communication with the switch, wherein
the switch selectively releases the first spring to apply

the assist load.

[0008] In accordance with other aspects of one em-
bodiment of the present invention, the linkage assembly
includes an upper linkage assembly. The upper linkage

assembly includes first and second arms pivotally con-
nected at one end, and a weighing spring extending be-
tween adjacent ends of the first and second arms to per-

mit deflection of the second arm relative to the first arm
when a weight disposed within the bin exceeds a pre-

determined limit.

[0009] In accordance with still yet other aspects ofone
embodiment, the second arm is positioned adjacent the

switch, such that, when the second arm deflects in re-

sponse to the load, the second arm pivots the lever to

actuate the reciprocating assist mechanism.
[0010] An embodiment ofthe invention will nowbede-
scribed, by way of example, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side planar view of an overhead lug-

gage bin assembly in accordance with the present
invention, showing the bin in a closed position and
lightly loaded;

Figure 2A is a side planar view ofthe overhead bin

assembly of Figure 1, showing the overhead bin in

a fully open position and the bin assembly heavily

loaded;

Figure 2B is a side planar view ofthe overhead bin

assembly of Figure 1 , showing the overhead bin in

a partially closed position and the bin assembly
heavily loaded;

Figure 3A is a side planar view of an upper arm as-
sembly for an overhead bin formed in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 3B is a cross-sectional end view ofthe upper
arm assembly of Figure 3A, taken on the line 3B-
3B of Figure 3A;

Figure 3C is a partial side planar view of the upper
arm assembly of Figure 3A with a portion ofthe up-
per arm assembly removed for clarity;

Figure 4 is a side planar view of an actuator for the
overhead bin shown in Figure 1, with the actuator

in the overhead bin's closed position and lightly

loaded;

Figure 5 is a planar view taken on the line 5-5 of

Figure 4, with a portion of the actuator cut away to

show both an auxiliary spring and a main spring;

Figure 6 is a side planar view ofthe actuator of Fig-

ure 4, showing both main and auxiliary spring en-

gagement when a heavy weight is disposed within

the overhead stowage bin; and
Figure 7 is a planar view taken on the line 7-7 of

Figure 6, showing a portion ofthe actuator housing
cut away for clarity.

[0011] Figures 1 to 2B illustrate a pull-down luggage
bin assembly 10 (hereinafter "bin assembly 10") con-
structed in accordance with one embodiment of the
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present invention. The bin assembly 1 0 includes a hous-

ing 12, a bucket assembly 14, linkage assembly 16, and
actuator 20. The bucket assembly 14 is connected to

the housing 12 by the linkage assembly 16. Although a

single linkage assembly 16 is illustrated, it should be ap-

parent that a second, similarly configured linkage as-

sembly (not shown),may be disposed at an opposite end
of the bucket assembly 14 to control the operational

movement of the bucket assembly 14. Further, at least

one of the linkage assemblies includes an actuator 20,

which is pivotally connected to the upper arm assembly
30 by a pivot pin 62 and the housing 12 by a pivot pin

64. For ease of description, only one linkage assembly
will be described in greater detail.

[0012] The linkage assembly 16 includes an upper
arm assembly 30 and a lower arm assembly 32. The
upper and lower arm assemblies 30 and 32 are suitably

pivotally coupled to a side wall of the bucket assembly
14 by pivot pins 40 and 42, respectively, and in a manner
wefl known in the art. Further, the upper arm assemblies

30, at each end of the bucket assembly 14, may be in-

terconnected by a torque tube assembly 34 to. ensure
that both upper arm assemblies 30 move together,

thereby providing coordinated bucket movement
through the opening and closing processes.

[0013] The upper and lower arm assemblies 30 and
32 are also suitably pivotally connected to the housing

12 by pivot pins 36 and 38, respectively. The rate of

bucket opening is controlled by an arm 44, which is piv-

otally attached to a damper 46 secured to the housing
12. The arm 44 can be directly attached to the end of

the upper arm assembly 30 or, if a torque tube 34 is

used, the arm 44 could be attached directly to the torque

tube in a manner well known in the art.

[0014] Referring now to Figures 3A to 3C, the upper
arm assembly 30 will now be described in greater detail.

The upper arm assembly 30 includes an upper arm 50,

a weighing arm 52 and a weighing spring 54. The upper
arm 50 is a substantially Oshaped member that in-

cludes a slot 56 (Figure 3C) extending parallel to the

longitudinal direction of the upper arm 50. The slot 56
provides for slight longitudinal movement of the bucket

assembly 14 during heavy loading, thereby forcing

movement of the weighing arm 52.

[0015] Movement of the weighing arm 52 is induced
when there is a predetermined weight placed in the bin.

As seen best by referring to Figure 3B, the pivot pin 40
is secured to the bucket assembly 14 and the pin 40
protrudes through both the weighing arm 52 and the slot

56 in the upper arm 50. The predetermined weight dis-

posed within the bin causes the pivot pin 40 to move
downward in the slot. 56, thereby producing a rotational

force in the weighing arm 52 which, in turn, activates

switch 74 when the bin is in motion, as is described in

greater detail below.

[0016] The foregoing movement of the weighing arm
52 occurs only after predetermined movement of the

bucket assembly 14 toward the closed position. Specif-

ically, when the bucket assembly 14 is in the fully open
position, the actuator 20 is not activated. This prevents
the actuator 20 from applying an assist load to the buck-
et assembly 1 4 if the weight within the bucket assembly

5 14 is either removed or is below a predetermined limit,

thereby minimizing the risk of the actuator 20 applying

an unnecessary assist load to a lightly loaded or empty
bin. As used within this description, an "assist load" is

intended to mean a secondary load provided by the ac-
10 tuator 20 when the bucket assembly 14 is loaded with

a weight that exceeds the predetermined weight limit.

Such an assist load aids in the closing of the bucket as-

sembly 14 because it provides an additional load that

urges a heavily loaded bucket assembly 14 into the
15 closed position. Further, such an assist load aids in

opening a heavily loaded bucket assembly 14 because
it resists rapid opening of the bucket assembly 14 due
to the weight disposed therein.

[0017] Thus, an actuator 20 formed in accordance
20 with the present embodiment provides both a primary

closing load, where the actuator 20 urges the bucket as-

sembly 20 toward the closed position, regardless of the

weight within the bucket assembly 14, and an assist load
when the weight within the bucket assembly 14 exceeds

25 a predetermined value.

[0018] The weighing arm 52 is suitably an L-shaped
member and pivots on the upper arm 50 at pivot pin 60.

As seen best by referring to Figure 3A, the weighing arm
52 is pivotable between a loaded, position (shown in

30 phantom) and an unloaded position. In the loaded posi-

tion, the weighing arm 52 contacts a portion of the ac-

tuator 20 to apply an assist load to the linkage assembly
16 as the bucket assembly 14 is reciprocated between
the open and closed positions, as is described in greater

35 detail below.

[0019] The weighing spring 54 extends between a
protrusion 5 on the weighing arm 52 and a correspond-
ing lug 6 on the upper arm 50. The weighing spring 54
limits movement of the weighing arm 52 and biases the

40 weighing arm 52 into the unloaded position. As de-
scribed in detail below, the weighing spring 54 is selec-

tively compressed by the weighing arm 52, to activate

the switch 74, when the weight placed in the bin bucket
assembly 14 exceeds a predetermined limit.

45 [0020] Referring how to Figures 4 to 7, the actuator

20 will now be described in greater detail. The actuator

20 includes a main spring assembly 70, an auxiliary

spring assembly 72, and a switch 74. The main spring

assembly 70 includes a spring housing 76 and a coil

50 compression spring 78 disposed within the spring hous-
ing 76. The main spring assembly 70 is coaxially re-

ceived and extends within the auxiliary spring assembly
72. As described above, the main spring assembly 70
provides the primary closing load.

55 [0021] The auxiliary spring assembly 72 selectively

provides the assist load and includes a spring housing
80 and a spring 82. The switch 74 is pivotally connected
to the actuator 20 and is spring loaded (not shown) to-
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ward an actuator-locked position. One end of the switch

74 is angled to form a hook 84. The hook 84 is adapted
and positioned to be selectively and releasably received

within a bore 86 extending through the spring housing

80, thus securing the auxiliary spring assembly 72 in a
compressed condition. Although the switch 74 is suita-

bly a hook engaging in a bore 86, other types of switch-

es, such as a hook engaging on a recessed circumfer-

ential groove or protruding flange on the auxiliary spring

assembly 72, are also within the scope of the present

invention.

[0022] Operation of the actuator 20 may be best un-

derstood by referring to Figures 1 to 2B. Actuation of the

auxiliary spring assembly 72 is accomplished through
the switch 74, which is operated when the bucket as-

sembly 14 is heavily loaded and is moved from the fully

opened or closed position. As a non-limiting example,
and best seen in Figure 2B, the actuator 20 is actuated
when the bin has been rotated approximately 10° from
the fully open position towards the closed position. Al-

though it is preferred that the actuator 20 assists in both

opening and closing of the bucket assembly 14, other

types of actuators, such as one that assists only in the

closing or opening of the bucket assembly, are also with-

in the scope of the present invention.

[0023] As noted above, actuation of the auxiliary

spring assembly 72 is triggered when a weight disposed
within the bucket assembly 14 exceeds a predetermined
weight limit. Within the meaning of this disclosure, the

"predetermined weight limit" can vary according to the

size and type of bucket assembly. Accordingly, the mag-
nitude of the weight limit will vary and is dependent upon
various factors, including the type of vehicle in which the

bin assembly is mounted, the type of materials disposed
within the bin assembly, and related considerations. As
a non-limiting example, for a bin assembly disposed
within the fuselage of an aircraft, the predetermined
weight limit that must be exceeded before the actuator

20 is actuated is ten (10) pounds (4.54 Kilograms). Al-

though ten (10) pounds is cited as a non-limiting exam-
ple, it should be apparent that a lesser or greater weight
limit is also within the scope of the present invention.

[0024] As the weight loaded in the bucket assembly
14 is increased, the weighing arm 52 translates within

the slot 56 of the upper arm 50. As the weighing arm 52
translates, the weighing spring 54 is compressed until

a portion of the weighing arm 52 activates the switch 74.

Specifically, the weighing arm 52 includes a cam surface

88 extending from one side of the weighing arm 52. As
seen in Figure 2B, the cam surface 88 depresses the

switch 74 when the weight in the bucket assembly 14
exceeds the predetermined weight limit and the bucket
assembly 14 is between the fully open and closed posi-

tions.

[0025] This action causes the switch 74 to pivot,

thereby rotating the hook 84 from within the bore 86 of

the spring housing 80. As a result, the auxiliary spring

assembly 72 applies more closing force when the buck-

et is displaced into the closed position and offsets heavy
bucket loading weight. Thus, the actuator 20 applies an
assist load when the bucket assembly 14 is reciprocated

between the open and closed positions.

5 [0026] The switch 74 re-engages the bore 86 when
the bucket assembly 14 is in the fully opened position

(Figure 2A). As noted above, if the bucket assembly 14
is empty or is lightly loaded, i.e., includes a weight that

is below the predetermined weight limit, then the switch
10 74 remains engaged within the bore 86 when the bucket

assembly 14 is returned to the closed position (Figure

1). If, however, the bucket assembly 14 is heavily load-

ed, i.e., includes a weight greater than the predeter-

mined weight limit, then the switch 74 is disengaged
15 from within the bore 86 when the bucket assembly 14 is

returned to the closed position (Figures 6 and 7). As con-
figured, the actuator 20 does not provide an assist load

when the bucket assembly 14 is reciprocated between
the open and closed positions and the bucket assembly

20 14 is empty or lightly loaded, but does provide such an
assist load when the bucket assembly 14 is heavily load-

ed.

[0027] As shown in Figure 3A, when the bucket as-

sembly 14 is returned to the fully open position, the
25 weighing arm 52 is returned to its original position by

one end 90 of the weighing arm 52 riding on a cam sur-

face 92, which is attached to the housing 12. During a
subsequent closing of a heavily loaded bucket assembly
14, the auxiliary spring assembly 72 is activated when

30 the end 90 of the weighing arm 52 leaves the cam sur-

face 92, thus providing' a mechanical acceleration re-

straint and ease of opening and closing the bucket as-

sembly 14. Movement of the weighing arm 52 is resisted

when the bucket assembly 14 is in the fully opened and
35 closed positions because the end 90 of the weighing

arm 52 is resting on the cam 92. The open bucket is

retained in the open position by an over-center location

of the actuator 20 and alignment of the pivot pins 36, 62,
and 64.

40

Claims

45

1. A luggage bin assembly adapted to be disposed
within a vehicle, the luggage bin assembly compris-
ing a bin (14) reciprocally mounted for movement
between an opened position and a closed position,

and attachment means (16) connected to the bin

(14) for reciprocating the bin (14) between the
50 opened and closed positions; characterized by

load assist means (20) coupled to the attachment
means and actuatable to selectively apply an assist

force to the attachment means (16) when the load

in the bin (14) exceeds a predetermined limit.

55

2. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 1,

wherein the attachment means comprises a linkage

assembly (16) hingedly mounted to the bin (14) for

4
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swinging movement with the bin (14) as the bin (14)

is reciprocated between the opened and closed po-

sitions; and the load assist means comprises a re-

ciprocating assist mechanism (20) coupled to the

linkage assembly (16) 5

3. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 2 f

wherein the reciprocating assist mechanism (20)

comprises an actuator (20) sized to apply the assist

load when a load disposed within the bin (14) ex- 10

ceeds a predetermined limit.

434 A1

wherein the second arm (52) is positioned adjacent
the lever (74), so that when the second arm (52)
deflects in response to the load, the second arm
(52) pivots the lever (74) to actuate the actuator

(20).

4. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 2 or 3,

wherein the reciprocating assist mechanism (20)

further comprises a switch (74) for selective actua- 15

tion of the reciprocating assist mechanism (20)

when a load disposed within the bin (14) exceeds a

predetermined limit.

5. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 4, 20

wherein the switch (74) is a lever (74) pivotably con-

nected to a portion of the actuator (20).

6. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 5,

wherein one end of the lever (74) is positioned for 25

selective engagement with a portion of the linkage

assembly (16) to pivot the lever (74) and actuate

the actuator (20) when the load disposed within the

bin assembly (14) exceeds the predetermined limit.

30

7. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 4, 5 or

6, wherein the reciprocating assist mechanism (20)

further comprises a first spring (82) in communica-
tion wjth the switch (74), wherein the switch (74) se-

lectively releasing the first spring (82) to apply the 35

assist load.

8. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 7,

wherein the reciprocating assist mechanism (20)

further comprises a second spring (78). 40

9. A luggage bin assembly according to any of claims

3 to 8, wherein the attachment means comprises
upper and lower linkage assemblies (30, 32) pivot-

ably connected to the bin assembly (14), and the 45

actuator (20) extends between the upper and lower

linkage assemblies (30, 32).

10. A luggage .bin assembly according to claim 10,

wherein the upper linkage assembly ( 1 6) comprises 50

first and second arms (50, 52) pivotably connected
at one .end, and a weighing spring (54) extending

between adjacent ends of the first and second arms

(50, 52) to permit deflection of the second arm (52)

relative to the when a load disposed in the bin as- 55

serhbly (14) exceeds a predetermined limit.

11. A luggage bin assembly according to claim 10,

i

5
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Fig.2A.
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Fig.2B.
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